
Speaker 2
Welcome to the More Life podcast, where creative problem solvers and entrepreneurs talk about
squeezing more out and finding meaning in this crazy thing we call life. Let's dive in. What's going on,
everybody. Welcome back to another episode of the More Life podcast. My name is Bart Anniston. If
you are new around here, and I'm your host this week, we got Alex I'm in Designs, and we're gonna be
chatting a little bit about his story about where he's comes from, what he's doing and all that fun stuff.

Speaker 2
And we're gonna solve the world's problems, too. So please, Alex, say Hi to everybody. Please have
the podcast.

Speaker 1
Hey, How's it going? It's glad to be here.

Speaker 2
I'm very happy to be here. I noticed this trend where I always start off by laughing whenever I
introduce a gift. And it's usually because anybody that I throw the conversation to when we first start
this podcast is usually kind of like, Whoa. Okay. It's my turn type of thing. You're doing great. I'm
happy you're here, bro. We're going to have a good time. I want people to, I guess, maybe understand
a little bit about who you are in your own terms, in your own words. Explain what you do, I guess,
professionally, what your passion project is.

Speaker 2
What do you do for a living? Why are you here?

Speaker 1
Yeah. Good question. I've been a designer for about ten years. Professionally this summer graduate
school ten years ago, and I was kind of self taught. I got into graphic design in high school. I took a
web design class for credit or whatever, and I found I had kind of a knack for it. So I taught myself
Photoshop over the summer between 17 and 18 and loved graphics and stuff. So by the time I
graduated high school, I knew, hopefully, that I wanted to do this the rest of my life.

Speaker 1
And it's really been about 13 years of kind of working in design, and then the last ten professionally.
And so I've had a number of jobs and stuff, different industries. And I currently work at a small fin tech
company, which is financial tech company for anybody that doesn't know that. And I do kind of all
things designed. I'm sort of the art director, and then I work in branding, and I work on product design
as well. So UX UI and different things like that. So it's kind of a three really cool review.

Speaker 1
Yeah.

Speaker 2
You're doing a lot of different components of marketing. You're doing some brand strategies of our
direction. You're doing hands on UX UI. You're kind of like the Mr. Fixing guy over there.

Speaker 1
Pretty much I'm the only designer. So that's part of the reason we have no one else to do that.

Speaker 2
Okay. So if I am the apartment of one.

Speaker 1
Pretty much I'm under the marketing Department, but it spans beyond that in product design and
stuff. Yeah.

Speaker 2



And what about your passion work? Your freelance work. I know you did a little bit of freelance on the
side, even when you were doing regular nine to five employment work to us, a little bit about that.

Speaker 1
Yeah. So I freelance pretty much my whole career. And then I actually jumped into full time freelance
about four years ago and did that for a solid two years contractor during that time. But I really focused
on kind of branding projects and stuff. So during that time, I was full time freelance. And then I kept a
little bit of projects. I probably take on maybe two a year at this point. But my career up to this point,
it's always been kind of on the side. It's something I really comes along, some project come along that
I really feel like I can jive with.

Speaker 1
I'll take it on. And then I've been doing, like you mentioned, kind of passion, personal work as well. And
so a couple of years ago, I was burnt out for my day job. And so I wanted to sort of rediscover what to
sign as a passion could be because it started off as a passion and became a job. And so I wanted to
sort of rediscover what it was like to have fun, like designing something again. So after the day was
done, to go to the gym or whatever, don't do that anymore.

Speaker 1
But I used to and then go home or go to a coffee shop or something and just work for a couple more
hours just on personal stuff, illustrations, different series and stuff. And sort of out of that came this
National Park project that's been sort of my little baby for a couple of years. And so it's all just my
own kind of personal work. But I do badges and stuff for different national parks, and I sell products
and stuff on the side. So it's been a pretty good little side hospital.

Speaker 2
You said something there that was pretty interesting. You were self employed for two years, and then
you went back to regular, I guess, corporate America, nine to five type of work. So what happened in
the two years when you were freelancing? Did you consider it a success, or did you not consider it a
success? Or was that the reason why, in terms of moving back and forth.

Speaker 1
I think it was a success in terms of, like, personal growth, I feel like I was probably the most creative
during that time. I was doing all kinds of side work and stuff just for fun, just for me. But then I was
taking on all these extra projects and stuff. And so I felt the most free and most creative, probably
during that time. So it was a success in terms of my growth. But I started dating someone, and I
proposed to her ten months later and needed something more stable than the freelance world.

Speaker 1
And for me, it was just sort of the roller coaster of not knowing if you're going to have a contract in
suddenly or have not in the forthcoming in the next couple of months. And so I return to the nine to
five Grind for some obvious reasons, to benefits and stuff. Health insurance is crazy in this country,
so it's good to have as much coverage as you can. So that's sort of the motivation. But maybe I'll go
back to it in another five years if the things are right.

Speaker 1
Timing is just right.

Speaker 2
One of the things that I always I guess. I don't know. Maybe I was just late to the party. I really felt like
I didn't know this until. Maybe I should have known this way before. I was probably, like, one to two
years into running freelance, almost a business. We didn't have anybody working with us through
nothing like that. It was just me. And finally it hit me that if I keep going down this path, it's going to be
more business intensive and less actual art intensive.

Speaker 2
Like, keep growing something. You're going to be more bogged down with the other work that needs



to happen for me. In my mind, I'm like doing invoicing and payments and all that type of stuff and
making sure people know what work needs to get done. I'm doing a lot of management stuff. And it
wasn't until maybe, like, three years ago where I was just like, if you fast forward, the job is not what it
is now. And what I did now to grow it to this place is not what I can keep doing to go to the next level.

Speaker 2
It would be like something completely different. And what you said is very like it's true, because it's
like you have to do what's right. For that moment, you were doing freelance work at freelance work.
You called nine to five Grind. Freelance work is also a grind.

Yeah.

Speaker 2
Where you're always Lance every month or every month? Yeah. Every day, every month. How am I
going to pay these bills? What's going to happen? And now for us, it's like, okay, we got to make sure
we have enough money to pay all of our vendors, all of our contract designers or developers and stuff
like that to make sure everything still flows. But, like, I'm so happy that you kept the passion side alive
where you are still like, I'm going to go work at a company and do somebody else's vision, right.

Speaker 2
You're working for somebody else's goals and brands, and there's nothing wrong with that. That's
great. But you got to save a little bit of extra juice to kind of do the other stuff as well, to be like, hey, I
also have my own dreams and things that I'm passionate about and that I want to do the National
Park thing, even start. Were you, like, an avid hiker? Were you, like, traveling to go CV sites? How does
this work?

Speaker 1
I mean, I've been to a couple of parts before. I think it was literally just a series. So I mentioned kind of
taking on personal projects just to fulfill my soul again. Like, I was sort of wanting that passion back.
And so I just started doing is doing coffee shop illustrations and stuff, a series of things. I'm posting
them on Dribble, and you get 50 likes. And you're like, oh, my God, that's so awesome. You know, sort
of like that little high. And, you know, my is kind of growing and do that.

Speaker 1
Yeah. And then there's believe so desperate later when you don't get those legs. That's a whole nother
thing, though. But then I was growing Instagram. And to it was just, like, putting stuff out there and
just feel like it was received well. So the National Park thing kind of came out of that desire just to
kind of continuous series. And so I thought I would do it one a day for a month or two months and just
do, like, a really simple badge thing, having really no illustration skills up to that point.

Speaker 1
And so sort of morphed. And I started actually doing revising them and start actually doing
landscapes and stuff, trying to draw them and trying to figure out my style. And so I'm still not done
five years later. Unfortunately, I still have probably 20 parks to finish. It takes me a really long time.
Like, I know I'm the slowest, but the business is kind of I started selling stickers and different
products, and so it's just kind of grown, and it's kind of grown.


